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Controlling Cats Compassionately Plan Agreement 

Controlling feral/community cats compassionately can be accomplished with a Trap Neuter Return Program 

(TNR). TNR stabilizes feral/community cat colonies and improves their lives. The behaviors associated with 

mating (howling/spraying/fighting) will lessen or stop all together.  Studies show that the most effective way to 

deal with a feral cat colony is to TNR. Simply trapping cats to eradicate/euthanize is not the answer- it is only a 

matter of time before new cats will move in. We are happy to be able to help you.  

Please read the following to fully understand all information & instructions. 

Trapping Procedures 

1.  Be sure to follow feeding Instructions:  

a. 1 week PRIOR to the scheduled trapping day feed the cats at the same time in the same area. 

Leave the food down for a limited time (1/2 to 1 hour) and then pick it back up. Feed dry food 

ONLY.  

b. On the day BEFORE trapping withhold food so that on trapping day they are hungry.    

c. On the day you start trapping pick up all other food sources. Do NOT feed at all until all set traps 

are filled.  

d. Place the traps in the area in where you’ve been feeding.  

e. Line the traps with one sheet of newspaper to camouflage the trip.  

f. Place a smelly can of food at the back of the trap. Leave a trail of stinky chunks leading the kitty 

to the can. 

g. Set the trap. 

h. Cover the trap. Leaving an opening for the cat to enter the trap.  

2. Never attempt to pick up/ handle a feral cat. Even if a cat appears to be human friendly, they may 

struggle in the process causing you harm. Without a vaccination record, that cat would have to be 

rabies quarantined, you would require medical attention, and the cat may need to be euthanized. 

3. Use the covering to completely cover the trap. Most cats will struggle inside of the trap and may cause 

themselves some harm (scraped up noses) although in the big picture, they will be just fine so, please, 

under NO circumstances should you release a cat until AFTER all medical care has been provided. We 

recommend that you wear heavy gloves whenever you are handling a trap with a captured cat inside. 

4. Transport the cats to the Humane Society of Warren County on the scheduled spay/neuter date. 

5. Please feel free to contact HSWC at any time during your trapping with questions or concerns. 
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Feral/Community Cat TNR Agreement 

 I understand that I am to sign a Feral/Community Cat TNR Agreement and that the Humane Society of Warren 

County can loan me humane traps. 

 I agree to follow the trapping procedures provided to me by HSWC. 

 I understand that I am to pay the agreed donation amount at the time I drop off the first cat(s) at HSWC.  This 

donation will be used to cover the veterinary costs associated with providing TNR. 

 I understand that any cat that appears unhealthy, has scars from fighting, or otherwise deemed necessary by 

medical staff may require additional testing.  I authorize and understand the veterinarian at the spay neuter clinic 

may choose to humanely euthanize any feral cat that that is deemed unhealthy and untreatable. 

 I understand that each cat will receive the following medical treatment: Spay/Neuter and Rabies Vaccination. In 

addition, I understand that each cat will have his/her right ear tipped for easy identification in the future. 

 I understand there may be unforeseen risk involved in the care/service provided for TNR.                 

 I agree to bring trapped cats to HSWC the morning of their surgery that is scheduled through the low cost spay 

neuter clinic in either Harrisonburg or Manassas. 

 I agree to pick up the cat the next morning following their surgery. 

 I agree to keep the trapped cat in a safe place and not to re-release the cat until the effects of all anesthesia have 

worn off. The recommendation is 24 hours after surgery. 

 I hereby release HSWC and its staff from any loss or injury.                  

 I authorize HSWC to transport and care for the cats while recovering from surgery.  

 I agree to pick up the cats on their release date, release them to the location where they were trapped, and continue 

to provide a food source for the cat or colony. In the event I fail to pick up the cats, I give HSWC representatives the 

right to release to the cats on my property.  

  I agree to return all traps back to HSWC or pay a replacement fee of $50 per trap.  

 If I need assistance in setting the traps or transporting the cats to the shelter for surgery, I will work with the Humane 

Society of Warren County’s TNR coordinators and volunteers and allow them to access my property.  

 I understand that TNR is only effective if all cats in the colony are fixed. I agree to fix all cats in the colony. I will also 

allow HSWC to access my property for a site visit to ensure the colony is altered.  

 I will immediately alert HSWC if new cats come into the colony and allow HSWC to TNR those cats.  
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Applicant Information:  

 

Name: 

Street Address:      City:     State:  Zip Code:  

Physical Address of Colony: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number (Home)    (Work)    (Cell) 

Email Address: 

Are you over 18 years of age? ____ Are you 55 years of age or older? ____ Are you currently employed? ___ 

Please briefly describe why you are in need of financial assistance at this time: 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The HSWC TNR Program is funded solely through restricted grants and designated donations. How much are 

you able to donate back into the TNR Fund?  $____________________________ 

What would happen to the cat colony if you did not receive this assistance? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cat Information  

How many cats are in the colony? ______ How many are already fixed? _______ 

How many do you estimate need to be fixed? ____________ 

How many females to be fixed? _______________ 

How many males to be fixed? __________________ 

How many will need Rabies Vaccinations? ___________  

I certify that the above information is true and understand that false information may result in nullifying this 
application. I understand that this application does not constitute that any services will be rendered.  I 
understand HSWC has the right to deny any application. I release the Humane Society of Warren County and 
any related indemnities from any damages that may occur as a result of this funding.  
 
Applicants Signature:         Date:  
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